
 

 

 

 

By Mr. Tom Haltom 

 

Usually in the last quarter of the year, I write an article 
pertaining to Christmas. However, anyone can just pick up 
an encyclopedia and look up articles on Christmas, Jesus 
Christ, and the pagan holiday of Saturnalia. Saturnalia is 
the feast with which the Romans commemorated the 
dedication of the temple of the god Saturn, which was on 
17 December. Over the years, it expanded to a whole 
week, to 23 December. 
 
The “History Channel” also has programming in November 
and December on the origins of Christmas. There is no 
secret to those interested in the truth. Our great Eternal 
God said: 
 
Jer. 10:2   
 
 2. Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not 
dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are 
dismayed at them. 
 
 I will not elaborate about this subject because God’s word 
also says: 
 
1 Thess. 5:18 
 
18. In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus concerning you.  
 
Our National Day of Thanksgiving is right around the 
corner. It is a day which we as a nation can go before our 

Great Creator God, who has 
blessed our nation above all 
other nations on earth. This 
is true, not because we as a 
nation do deserve of God’s 
blessing, but because of 
God’s faithfulness to his 
promises, the USA is truly 
blessed. Although the  

 
 
 
USA is blessed, remember about the warning the Eternal 
God gave to Israel in Deuteronomy. 
 
Deuteronomy, Chapter 8:1-20 

 
1: All the commandments which I command thee this 
day shall ye observe to do, that ye may live, and 
multiply, and go in and possess the land which the 
LORD sware unto your fathers.  
2: And thou shalt remember all the way which the 
LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the 
wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know 
what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep 
his commandments, or no.  
3: And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, 
and fed thee with manna, which thou  
knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he 
might make thee know that man doth not live by bread 
only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of the LORD doth man live.  
4: Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy 
foot swell, these forty years.  
5: Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a 
man chasteneth his son, so the LORD thy God 
chasteneth thee.  
6: Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments of the 
LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to fear him.  
7: For the LORD thy God bringeth thee into a good 
land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths 
that spring out of valleys and hills;  
8: A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees, 
and pomegranates; a land of oil olive, and honey;  
9: A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without 
scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in it; a land 
whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou 
mayest dig brass.  
10: When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt 
bless the LORD thy God for the good land which he 
hath given thee.  
11: Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in 
not keeping his commandments, and his judgments, 
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and his statutes, which I command thee this day:  
12: Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast 
built goodly houses, and dwelt therein;  
13: And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and 
thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou 
hast is multiplied;  
14: Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the 
LORD thy God, which brought thee forth out of the 
land of Egypt, from the house of bondage;  
15: Who led thee through that great and terrible 
wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and 
scorpions, and drought, where there was no water; 
who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint;  
16: Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which 
thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and 
that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter 
end;  
17: And thou say in thine heart, My power and the 
might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth.  
18: But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it 
is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may 
establish his covenant which he sware unto thy 
fathers, as it is this day.  
19: And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the LORD thy 
God, and walk after other gods, and serve them, and 
worship them, I testify against you this day that ye 
shall surely perish.  
20: As the nations which the LORD destroyeth before 
your face, so shall ye perish; because ye would not be 
obedient unto the voice of the LORD your God. 
 
In our country today, we have put God out of our schools, 
churches, and government offices. Yet, God has continued 
to bless us while at the same time; we see our blessing 
disappearing before our very eyes.  
 
Thanksgiving Day is for families to get together and to help 
the less fortunate. This month on Thursday, November 26th 
we will no doubt enjoy the banquet of God’s blessings with 
hot turkey (remember no ham), stuffing, cranberry, green 
bean casserole, apple pie, pumpkin pie, sauce sweet 
potato and perhaps enjoying a couple of pro-football 
games. Unfortunately, while we enjoy Thanksgiving, we 

often forget to acknowledge God, who has given us all of 
our personal and national blessings. 
 
On page 180 of the “World Book Encyclopedia” the article 
describing the first Thanksgiving observances in America 

reveal an entirely religious event 
that did not include feasting. On 
December 4th 1619, thirty nine 
English settlers arrived at Berkley 
Plantation, located on the James 
River, what is now Charles City, 
Virginia. This group’s charter 
required that the day of arrival be 

observed yearly as a day of Thanksgiving to God. How 
times have changed! 
 
Phil. 4:6-7 
 
6: Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God.  
7: And the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.  
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